
 
 

Paralegal/Legal Assistant Section  
State Bar of Michigan 

Council Meeting Minutes 
Saturday, November 12, 2016 

Panera Bread, Lathrup Village, MI 

10:20 A.M. to 12:22 A.M. 

 

The following Council members were present:  Melvenna Jones, Denise Gau, KathyAnn 
Blunck, Teresa Duddles, Jean Mitchell-Walster, Marianne Delaney, Renee Jent, 
Lindsay Williams, Linda Jevahirian, and Esther Simon.    

Absent:  Jennifer Petty and Marissa Bohde.   

Gau moved, seconded by Blunck, to approve Minutes of the Annual Meeting 09/23/16.  
Motion unanimously passed. 

Discussion ensued about the Paralegal Retreat. The importance of transitioning 
outgoing with incoming Council members around the Annual Meeting was debated.  
Planning and budgeting were considered for our section’s program during the State Bar 
of Michigan Annual Conference at Cobo Center in Detroit, MI held 09/21/17 to 09/23/17.  
The Council will investigate a retreat before our section’s annual meeting and program.   

Duddles is still seeking input on locations and costs for the annual day of 
education. She intends to report her findings in 30 days or less. Blunck presented 
rates and facility costs for events at the Park Place in Traverse City.  Prices vary 
by week day versus weekend stays.  Conference room charges are $650.  

Jones canvassed the Council regarding long-term planning.  A three-year plan might 
coordinate section efforts during leadership changes. Long-Term planning may permit 
cohesion of short and long-term goals and objectives. Shared knowledge will assist with 
services to members through better utilization of resources through the State Bar of 
Michigan. 

Delaney recommended suspension of the section’s payment of national professional 
conference fees for Council members except selected officers such as the chair or 
chair-elect. Future approvals should be made on a request basis not treated as blanket 
approval.   The treasurer’s report was accepted. 



 
 

Authorization for maintenance of the section website and Facebook pages was 
analyzed. Updates are overdue as to the current Council.  Delaney will investigate 
with the State Bar of Michigan. Communication through email blasts was also 
explained.  Use of SBM Connect was discussed. Jones will investigate with the State 
Bar of Michigan.  Duddles will revise the welcome letter to new members by 
referencing our Facebook page. 

Terminology of Legal Assistant and Paralegal for the section and corresponding 
membership application was debated.  The Council discussed professional 
designations, interchangeability, and preferences of terms. Duddles offered to amend 
the membership application attestation clause to emphasize substantive legal work that 
is not primarily clerical or secretarial. The section acknowledges that the State Bar 
Rules of Michigan 3 (D) for affiliate membership use “legal assistant.”  The Council will 
further explore the need and procedure for any proposed language changes to bylaws. 

Ideas were circulated for CLE subjects at the annual meeting.  There is renewed 
interest in pulling instructors and students to our seminars. The Council will review our 
membership roster when considering locations for events.  Expansion of the CLE 
offerings at the annual meeting was explored. Improved outreach through program 
directors was discussed. 

Jones informed the Council of CLE opportunities through reciprocity with other 
organizations and sections. Representatives from the Young Lawyers and Law Office 
Management sections reached out to our section about this idea. Such collaboration 
may increase attendance and CLE offerings or speakers. 

Jones presented the budget and details regarding a Meet & Greet/Holiday Event with 
GLPA on 12/09/16.  It includes an optional dinner  6:00 P.M. at Pop’s and play at 
Slipstream Theatre 8:00 P.M. in Ferndale, MI  Theater ticket must be purchased in 
advance for $12.60 at http://www.slipstreamti.com. 

Jones relayed the details of our co-sponsorship with GLPA, ILTA, and ACEDS for a 
Holiday Party on 12/21/16.  It will be at Maggiano’s in Troy, MI at 6:00 P.M. Upon 
motion by Williams, supported by Simon, the Council unanimously approved our 
section’s donation of $200 to Sara’s House. Arrangements were discussed for notifying 
attendees of opportunities to donate items or money to the shelter.   

  



 
 

Jones advised the board that the next Meet & Greet, on 01/25/17, will be at Granite City 
in Ferndale.  It will start at 6:00 P.M. and end by 8:00 P.M. Motion by Jones, supported 
by Delaney, to approve up to $577 for the event.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Announcements will be posted on Facebook, the section web site, and Eblasts. 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for 01/14/2017.  It will be conducted by 
telephone.  The meeting is set to begin at 10:00 A.M. and end at 12:00 P.M. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Renee J. Jent, Secretary 


